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BOOK REVIEWS 245 

A Manual of International Law; for the use of Naval Officers. By Bear 
Admiral C. H. Stockton, IT. S. N. Annapolis: Naval Institute, 
1911. 313 pp. 

The manual before us represents the experience gained in the practice 
of international law by its author during a long and especially useful 
career as an officer of the United States Navy; a career which may be 
said to have culminated in his fortunate incumbency of the office of 
Superintendent of the Naval War College at Newport, Bhode Island. 
There is no place, certainly in the United States, where instruction in 
international law is carried on with such systematic thoroughness, or 
where better or more practical results are obtained, and this is due, in 
great part, to the intelligent and well-directed endeavors to that end 
which were put forth by Admiral Stockton, and by Professors Snow and 
Wilson who cooperated with him in the establishment of the school upon 
its present basis. A notion of the extent and character of the work done 
at the War College may be obtained from the annual volumes of its 
Proceedings — a work of standard and permanent value. 

The manual is primarily intended for the use of naval officers, as is 
indicated by its title. The book is not quite equally divided between 
peace and war; a comparatively full presentation of the former being 
necessary in the discussion of the subjects of territory, including bounda- 
ries, insurgency in its relation to belligerency, jurisdiction on the high 
seas and nationality, all of which are of the first importance to officers 
of the Navy. In the portion devoted to war, belligerency, neutrality, 
maritime capture, blockade, contraband, the right of search and un- 
neutral service are all of them thoroughly and lucidly discussed in the 
light of the most recent authorities. The old rules of maritime capture, 
which have recently been made the subject of conventional amendment, 
are brought fully up to date; the most recent of these, the Convention 
of London of 1907, is treated in great detail and at sufficient length. 
This is as it should be, for that convention, if generally and fully adopted 
and followed, is calculated to bring about very material changes in the 
practice of maritime warfare. 

It was an earlier American author, the late Major General Halleck, 
whose work on international law was required to be carried on board every 
public armed vessel in the British Navy. It is fortunate, indeed, that 
Admiral Stockton's excellent work on the same subject is to occupy a 
similar place in the Navy of the United States. For that purpose a 
better selection could not possibly have been made. 

Geo. B. Davis. 



